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Partners in Education
CHA residents can earn a certificate or associates degree from City Colleges for free or low cost.
Get Started with PiE Explore City Colleges of Chicago

Program Overview
CHA residents can earn a certificate or a degree from City Colleges of Chicago for free or low cost.
This is possible through a partnership with CCC called Partners in Education (PiE). PiE covers
expenses such as tuition, uniforms, books, and exam fees. The program is on a rolling basis,
however there are important dates to consider. Please click here to see important dates.

Interested in obtaining your GED with CCC? 

Interested in earning college credit with CCC while in high school?

Benefits of the Program
PiE participants are eligible for the following support.

Help with the enrollment process
Academic advising
Referrals for career coaching
Tuition and other expenses

Eligibility for the Program
Program eligibility for CHA residents includes

Must be a current CHA resident 
Must have a High School Diploma or GED

https://www.thecha.org/
https://www.thecha.org/print/pdf/node/116
https://www.ccc.edu/
https://colleges.ccc.edu/credit-academic-calendar/
https://www.thecha.org/earn-your-high-school-diploma
https://www.thecha.org/early-college


Cannot have past debt with the City Colleges of Chicago
Past student loans must be in good standing 

Getting Started with PiE

1. Review the important dates to know when you need to enroll.

City Colleges of Chicago's Academic Calendar 

2. Attend an Information Session.

PiE Orientation Sessions are conducted virtually. Online registration is required. 

Register for an information session 

3. Complete Post-Orientation Forms

You will be emailed two forms after orientation: 

1. Career Advisement Form 
2. Training Agreement 

Be sure to read, sign, and submit your forms to keep moving in the process. 

4. Apply to the City Colleges of Chicago

Take note of your student ID number, which is given when you apply - you'll need this later.

Apply to CCC

5. Apply for Financial Aid

The PiE program fills in the financial gaps after you've received FAFSA funding. You may be
eligible for the FAFSA Pell Grant which is federal funding for students who meet income
requirements. 

Apply for financial aid using the FAFSA form 

What is the FAFSA® form?
Colleges and career schools use the FAFSA form to determine how much financial aid you're
eligible to receive, which could include grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans.

You must apply for aid every year, but with the right information in hand, it's easy.

https://colleges.ccc.edu/credit-academic-calendar/
https://apply.ccc.edu/?utm_campaign=a_ccc_fall_fy25_eng&utm_source=a_google&utm_medium=search&utm_term=a_eng&utm_content=a_geo_chi_fall_fy25_adeng_lpeng_text&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwz7C2BhDkARIsAA_SZKYmLXSV0BxpBV4Lg3l5JRgCPylnGX1l74iJbdD6TivS6YeQaRLCFO4aAvu5EALw_wcB#how-to-apply
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


If you would like assistance with completing the FAFSA, reach out to our education team at
education@thecha.org.  

6. Complete Program Enrollment Requirements for City Colleges

You'll receive information on next steps from City Colleges. Complete the steps below to
continue with PiE. 

Orientation and Placement Testing: If you are new to City Colleges of Chicago, please
check with your campus-based college Admissions team to learn more about new student
orientation and placement testing.

Academic Advising and Registration: Schedule a time to meet with your advisor to go over
placement test scores and develop an academic plan.
 

7. Apply for a tuition voucher from PiE

Keep an eye out for your voucher request form from a PiE staff member, which will be emailed
to you automatically once you complete the steps above. 

After completing the Voucher Request Form, an “indicator” will appear on your CCC student
account. This indicator lets us know that your steps are complete and we can start to review
your file. It also means that your classes will not be dropped as we review your file.

Once you submit your form, staff will assess the costs of course tuition and supplies to make
sure you have the funds you need. Please allow 3-5 business days for a staff member to
respond.

Information Sessions

You must attend on-time and for the entire duration of the session. Please bring a notebook
and pen to take notes and know your CHA Client ID number. You will need to download Zoom before
joining a Zoom meeting on a computer or mobile device. Otherwise, you will be prompted to
download and install Zoom when you click a join link.

NOV 20 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
NOV 20 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
NOV 21 2024 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/4415294177549
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-3
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-4


PiE Fall Information Session

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
DEC 4 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
DEC 4 2024 

DPA Orientation Session

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
DEC 11 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
DEC 11 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
DEC 12 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
DEC 18 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
DEC 18 2024 

PiE Fall Information Session

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Similar programs you may be eligible for

https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-5
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-6
https://www.thecha.org/events/dpa-orientation-session-4
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-7
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-8
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-9
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-10
https://www.thecha.org/events/pie-fall-information-session-11


LevelUp: 6 steps to Economic Power

CHA’s LevelUp Program, (formerly known as the Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program), helps
participants achieve financial stability while working towards their educational, professional, and
perso

Technology Access and Education

We live in a world that’s more online than ever. We help residents confidently handle digital tasks in
their daily lives by providing education, technology, and internet access.

https://www.thecha.org/resident-programs-services/levelup-6-steps-economic-power
https://www.thecha.org/resident-programs-services/resources-families-and-seniors/technology-access-and-education

